
“PASTORAL EPISTLES: ISSUES IN LEADERSHIP”  

March 30-April 3, 2020 

Instructor: Pastor Nathan Hoff

About Nathan: 

Pastor Nathan joins us all the way from San Pedro, California (Port city in 

Los Angeles). He has been married to his wifeJoy since 1996, and is dad 

to his children: Christian (current CLBI student), Annika, Samuel, and Peter. 

Nathan is the pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church  in San Pedro, as well as a 

columnist of the San Pedro Today. (See course schedule on next page)

“PASSION NARRATIVES”  

April 6-10, 2020 

Instructor: Hans Weichbrodt

About Hans: 

Hans is an ordained pastor in Sweden, who ministers world-wide. Hans 

has spoken in the European Parliament in Brussels and Strasbourg. He 

also teaches in the Swedish Parliament. He is at one moment hilarious, 

another moment scholarly profound, and at another moment a caring 

pastor who stirs your heart with the love of God.

CLBI’s Hope-filled Response to Covid-19
It is way too easy for our minds to dwell on the fear and uncertainty surrounding Covid-19. In 

times like these, God is inviting us to seek refuge in the fortress of His word. CLBI is pleased 

to provide a live-feed to two upcoming classes taught by world-class teachers Pastor 

Nathan Hoff and Pastor Hans Weichbrodt.

There is no charge for these classes, all we ask is for you to keep CLBI and its students in 

your prayers and to consider making a donation to clbi (clbi.edu/give) to help us weather 

this storm.

Both classes will be from 11:15am to 12:30pm (MT) on CLBI’s FaceBook page.



course SCHEDULE:
“Pastoral Epistles: Issues in Leadership”

  Monday  11;15am-12:30pm (MT) 

     Introduction to the Pastoral Epistles and 1 Timothy 1   

     - Leadership Issue: Gospel Atmosphere

  Tuesday  11;15am-12:30pm (MT)  

     1 Timothy 6.3-21 

     - Leadership Issue: Redeeming Ambition

  Wednesday  11;15am-12:30pm (MT)  

     Timothy 2.1-15 

     - Leadership Issue: Patient Suffering

  Thursday  11;15am-12:30pm (MT)  

     Timothy 4 

     - Leadership Issue: Courageous Hope

  Friday   11;15am-12:30pm (MT)  

     Titus 3 

     - Leadership Issue: Character Pyramid

For any questions or concerns, please contact us at info@clbi.edu



Leadership Issue: Gospel Atmosphere 
Introduction & 1 Timothy 1 

CLBI Instructor: Nathan Hoff 

Who? Where? Why? 

Who? Timothy: L_______________ son (1.2) 

Where? Ephesus: R______________ church (1.3) 

Why?  

1 Timothy 1.3-11 “ἑτερο διδασκαλεῖν” vs “ ὑγιαινούσῃ 
διδασκαλίᾳ” 

1.3-5: A church devoted… 

1.6-7: A church distracted… 

1.8-11: A church disoriented... 

1 Timothy 1.12-20 Making the gospel glorious again: Gospel Atmosphere 

1.12 Lean in… 

1.13-16 Lean in… 

“Although I have received the remission of sins, I do not reject the memory of those sins.” 

John Chrysostom, Homilies concerning the Statutes, 12.1 

1.14 Lean in… 

1.17 Lean in… 

1.18-20 Lean in... 

Integration Questions 
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1. Paul describes a church which lacks a gospel atmosphere as adulterous, 

diminished, ineffective, and/or unhealthy. The source of this sickness is devotion 

to anything other than Jesus, distraction by many things, or disoriented thinking 

around the law. How can you discern to what or to whom a church or group is 

devoted? What are the common distractions to a church’s or a church leader’s life 

and focus?  

2. Are there current popular teachings that threaten to distract your group or 

congregation or team from “healthy doctrine”? What makes them unhealthy? 

3. The Spirit’s strategy in tending to the gospel atmosphere in Ephesus means 

Timothy is “urged” to “remain in Ephesus” (1 Timothy 1.3). Sometimes ‘staying’ is 

success. What makes it difficult for disciples or leaders to stay?  

4. Nathan mentioned five areas for leaders to “lean in” in 1 Timothy 1.12-20. Do any 

of them seem especially timely for you? 

Prayer 

Pray for another person (intercession) who may be shaky in their current station/calling. 

Consider turning the five “lean in’s” into a prayer for them. 

Today’s Phone Guests 

Johan and Sonja Hinderlie of Ground Up Grace Ministries 

Tomorrow 

Tomorrow, we will look at 1 Timothy 6.3-21 “Redeeming Ambition” 
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Leadership Issue: Redeeming Ambition 
1 Timothy 6.3-21 

CLBI Instructor: Nathan Hoff  

Craving to be right (1 Timothy 6.3-5) 

Lie? 

Currency? 

What does it buy?  

“Recently I was driving through Los Angeles, and suddenly I had the strange sensation of 

driving through a huge dictionary. Wherever I looked there were words trying to take my 

eyes from the road. They said, “Use me, take me, buy me, drink me, smell me, touch me, 

kiss me, sleep with me.” In such a world who can maintain respect for words?” Henri J.M. 

Nouwen, The Way of the Heart . Ballantine Book, NY. 1981. (Page 38). 

Craving to be rich (1 Timothy 6.6-10) 

Lie? 

Currency? 

What does it buy?  

Call to Repentance (1 Timothy 6.11-21) 

Words of repentance: Flee & Pursue (1 Timothy 6.11) 

Redeemed words: 

Redeemed resources: 

Other examples of redeemed ambition: 

“Contentment is an elusive goal and an excellent companion.” 

Fear of "selfish ambition" and "impure motives" 
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εἰλικρινείᾳ τοῦ θεοῦ (2 Corinthians 1.12), ἀλλʼ ὡς ἐξ 

εἰλικρινείας, (2 Corinthians 2.17), εἰλικρινεῖς (Philippians 1.10). 

Meaning "warmth or light of the sun,"..."full sense is "tested by the light of the sun." 

TDNT.  

ἐριθείαν (James 3.10), also 2 Cor 12.20, Gal 5.20, Philipp 5.17, 2.3.  Selfish ambition 

is almost related to rivalry, jealousy, division. 

For this reason, it is best to understand ἐριθεία as "base self-seeking," or simply as 

"baseness", the nature of those who cannot lift their gaze to higher things.  TDNT 

God is clear about restraining selfish ambition, unholy motivation, insincerity, and 

self-promotion. 

Having no ambition, or no motivation is not the biblical correction to selfish ambition or 

impure motive or insincerity. 

Being ambitionless isn't humble. Lacking motivation is not holy. 

Paul, "Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved." 

(Romans 10.1). 

Paul, "and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already 

been named, lest I build on someone else's foundation," (Romans 15.20). 

Jesus, "Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I 

am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation 

of the world." (John 17.24). 

Richard Baxter, "Lord, whatever you want, wherever you want it, and whenever you 

want it, that's what I want. 

What captivates me?  

Integration Questions 
1. Nouwen’s chapter is titled, “Our Wordy World.” How are our words used to 

monetize, capitalize, weaponize?  

2. Why is so much ambition connected to resources, especially financial? Why is the 

“love of money” the “root of all evil”? Is this the same as “money is the root of all 
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evil”? 

3. Can you think of a time when ambition led you down a road you now regret? 

Share with your group or another person if you feel free. Where sins are 

confessed, speak a word of absolution to one another, “Dear one, Jesus says, ‘I 

forgive you for your selfish ambition.’” 

4. Do you feel guilty or are you hesitant in having any ambition? Any desire? Try to 

summarize a redeemed ambition in as few words as possible. “Redeemed, I will 

make it my ambition to…” 

Prayer 

Pray for a release of redeemed ambition to captivate the group, movement, or team of 

which you are a part. 

Today’s Telephone Guest 

Jenny Williamson, the founder and director of Courage Worldwide. 

Tomorrow 

Tomorrow, we will look at 2 Timothy 2.1-15 “Patient Suffering” 
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Leadership Issue: Patient Suffering 
2 Timothy 2.1-15 

CLBI Instructor: Nathan Hoff 

“Paul’s theology bears the stamp of the Cross, and so does his apostolic ministry; it bears the 

imprint of the resurrection too, but just as the crucifixion of Jesus was a public event, 

known to all men, reported even by the secular historian Tacitus, whereas the resurrection 

was known to few...so what is generally visible in Paul’s apostleship is the sign of the Cross.” 

(C.K. Barrett, The Signs of An Apostle: The Cato Lecture, 1969 .) 

Two-fold ordination and apostolic succession 

2 Timothy 1.2-7 

 

Consider Three images 

2.3-4 Soldier 

2.5 Athlete 

2.6 Farmer 

“Remember Jesus Christ…” 

2 T 1.10 & 2.8-10 Christus Victor 

“My dear brother, we must not mind a little suffering for Christ’s sake. When I am getting 

through a hedge, if my head and shoulders are safely through, I can bear the pricking of my 

legs. Let us rejoice in the remembrance that our holy Head has surmounted all His suffering 

and triumphed over death. Let us follow Him patiently; we shall soon be partakers of His 

victory” (H.C.G. Moule, Charles Simeon, London: InterVarsity, 1948, 155f). 

2 T 2.11-13 “πιστὸς ὁ λόγος” (cf. 1 T 1.15; 3.1; 4.9; Titus 3.8) Trustworthy words in 

creeds, hymnody, poetry, wisdom... 
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Integration Questions 
1. Which image is most encouraging to you right now? Soldier? Athlete? Farmer? 

Why? 

2. In your current vocation, is there something that you look back on that helps 

sustain you during challenging trials? Something you remember? 

3. Joel and Stephanie Midthun bear witness that every breakthrough involved a 

battle. Remembering previous battles and breakthroughs is helpful in current 

battles. Can you name any past breakthroughs that could help you be patient 

now? 

4. What other resources have sustained you through difficult times? 

Prayer 

Pray for a memory (like Timothy’s ‘laying on of hands’ or his mother or grandmother) 

where your patience is nurtured. Dwell in that memory.  

Today’s Phone Guests 

Joel and Stephanie Midthun of Courage Worldwide — Tanzania. 

Tomorrow 

Tomorrow, we will look at 2 Timothy 4 “Courageous Hope” 
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Leadership Issue: Courageous Hope 
2 Timothy 4 

CLBI Instructor: Nathan Hoff 

“That is why faith, wherever it develops into hope, causes not rest but unrest, not patience 

but impatience. It does not calm the unquiet heart, but is itself this unquiet heart in man. 

Those who hope in Christ can no longer put up with reality as it is, but begin to suffer under 

it, to contradict it. Peace with God means conflict with the world, for the goad of the 

promised future stabs inexorably into the flesh of every unfulfilled present.” Jürgen 

Moltmann, Theology of Hope 

Apocalyptic Vision 

2 Timothy 4.1, 8 “I believe in Jesus Christ...who will come again to judge the living and 

the dead” Apostolic Creed 

4.2-7 Preach and lead through seasons even as Paul has through seasons. 

Apocalyptic vision is leading by revelation, which is leading towards hope. 

Hope is the result of agenda alignment with God 
Hope’s Movable Parts  Hope’s Prayer 

Method  “However you want” 

Timing  “Whenever you want” 

Participants (prosopography)  “With whomever you want” 

Sola Spes! 

3 root issues of hopelessness 

1. Isolation, attending lie, "I am all alone" (Attachment) 

2. Powerlessness, attending lie, "everything is out of control." (Mastery) 

"Individuals of every age need to believe that they can author the story of their life. 

When that need is thwarted, when one feels incapable of navigating one’s way toward 
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desired goals, a feeling of powerlessness can set in." 

3. Fatalistic, attending lie, "nothing is ever going to change." (Survival) 

Psych Central website, Reprinted from Hope in the Age of Anxiety: A Guide to 

Understanding and Strengthening Our Most Important Virtue by Anthony Scioli and Henry 

B. Biller (Oxford University Press). © 2009 by Oxford University Press. 

“Joys are always on their way to us. They are always travelling to us through the darkness of 

the night. There is never a night when they are not coming.” Amy Carmichael. 

Kindling Hope : Romans 15.4, 13 

Integration Questions 
1. Paul had (and we have) many moving parts that threaten hope. Nathan 

mentioned the method, the timing, and the participants. Sometimes when we lose 

control of the how, the when, or who is on our team, we lose hope. Are there any 

of those that are impacting you right now? 

2. How does our apocalyptic belief give us hope? 

3. Out of the three roots of hopelessness (isolation, powerlessness and fatalism), do 

any of them or a combination of them resonate with you now? 

4. These roots of hopelessness have a voice, because they whisper a lie to your soul. 

It is important to identify the lie so you can reject the lie. Try to recognize the 

whisper so you can decapitate it. 

Prayer 

Turn Romans 15.4 or 15.13 into a prayer of thanksgiving, repentance, intercession, and 

plan that you intend to put into practice. 

Today’s Phone Guests 

 

Tomorrow 

Tomorrow, we will look at Titus 3 “Character Pyramid” 
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Leadership Issue: Character Pyramid 
Introduction to Titus & Titus 3 

CLBI Instructor: Nathan Hoff 

“The Christian life would be easy...if it wasn’t so daily.” Nordis Christenson 

“The place we unconsciously strive toward is what ancient philosophers of habit called our 

telos--our goal, our end. But the telos we live toward is not something we primarily know or 

believe or think about; rather, our telos is what we want, what we long for, what we crave. 

It is less an ideal that we have ideas about and more a vision of "the good life" that we 

desire.” James K.A. Smith, You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit 

“We ourselves we once…” Titus 3.3 

“We might become…” Titus 3.7 

 

A___________________ 

G___________________ 

A___________________ 

C___________________ 

W__________________ 

 

*Jim Anderson, Hastings, MN 

 

“It is only by faith that forgiveness of sins is apprehended, and that, for nothing. And because 

through faith the Holy Ghost is received, hearts are renewed and endowed with new 

affections, so as to be able to bring forth good works. For Ambrose says: Faith is the mother of a 

good will and right doing.” Augsburg Confession, Article 20 on Good Works 
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Integration Questions 

1. What is your vision of the good life? What James K.A. Smith calls “our telos.” What 

are you living towards? 

2. Some of our programs, liturgy/worship choices, polity decisions, and 

outreach/mission opportunities deform instead of form disciples. Can you think of 

examples? 

3. The Cretans (along with us) were in deep need of formation (see Titus 1.10-16). 

What is the engine for transformation or formation that Paul emphasizes 

throughout this short book? The Augsburg Confession agrees! 

4. There is a daily—ness to this formation. Is there an area where God is calling you 

to daily habits of freedom? 

Prayer 

Commit to pray that the Lord of the harvest would raise us servant leaders who help foster 

a gospel atmosphere, develop a redeemed ambition, are willing to patiently suffer, maintain 

courageous hope as the grace of the Holy Spirit forms them from the ground up. Pray for 

CLBI’s part in our movement. Amen. 

Today’s Phone Guests 
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Leadership Issue: Resources 
CLBI Instructor: Nathan Hoff 

Son of the Father, chosen and loved by Jesus, filled and empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

My mission is to live in this identity in unity with Joy, fathering my four kids (Christian, 

Annika, Samuel, Peter), and pastoring Trinity San Pedro, CA. 

BA (Major: Biblical Studies) Trinity Lutheran College (LBI-Seattle) 

M.Div Luther Seminary, St Paul, MN 

CPE with Dr. Jim Kok through Crystal Cathedral in Orange County, CA 

Pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in San Pedro, CA (2005-Current) 

www.TrinitySanPedro.org  

email: Nathan@trinitysanpedro.org  Blog: www.trinitypastor.blogspot.com  

Trinity has school-year-long internships in a variety of areas. 20 hours of ministry, 

training in exchange for free housing in So Cal. Www.trinitysanpedro.org/internship and 

www.trinitysanpedro.org/theta 

Partnering Organizations 

Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute. Www.CLBI.edu  

Mount Carmel Camp (Alexandria, MN) www.mountcarmelministries.com/ 

Courage Worldwide www.courageworldwide.org/ 

Ground Up Grace Ministries www.groundupgrace.com/ 

Resources 

Henri Nouwen, The Way of the Heart and In the Name of Jesus 

John Rinehart, Gospel Patrons 

Risto Saarinen, (Brazos) The Pastoral Epistles with Philemon & Jude 
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Alan Kreider, The Patient Ferment of the Early Church 

David Devenish, Fathering Leaders, Motivating Missions 

Wayne E Meeks, The First Urban Christians 

James K.A. Smith, On the Road with Saint Augustine, You Are What You Love 

 

2   


